WORLD CLASS GREENS ON THE WEST

Why are we changing the West Course greens?

The West Course opened in 1927 and the expectation of the golfer has changed over the years. Golfers who play at Wentworth also play on other high ranking golf courses around the world, several of which have been constructed using modern techniques. By re-building the West Course greens we will be able to enjoy the benefits of modern construction methods to produce an excellent all year round playing surface. This is  the first opportunity in 25 years for the Club to undertake such a significant project. 

Who are the consultants on the project?

As soon as it became clear that there was an opportunity to implement this exciting project we created a project team including: 

· Ernie Els and representatives from his Golf Course Design Company 

· Richard Stillwell and Jack McMillan, Agronomists to the European Tour

· Jeff Perris, a Senior Agronomist from the Sports Turf Research Institute and advisor to the R&A

· David Garland, BMW PGA Championship Tournament Director

Will the profiles and shape of any of the greens change?

We wish to maintain the Harry Colt characteristics but will be taking every advantage to improve and modernise the greens. Working closely with Ernie Els and his Senior Course Designer Greg Letsche, we will be reviewing every green. We have already identified changes we will be making to the 3rd, 8th ,14th  and potentially the 7th greens to increase the number of pin positions and the impact of natural hazards. We will address the settlement issues on all greens and contour each green so as to disperse the surface water towards the perimeter whilst avoiding greenside bunkers. 

What type of grass will be used?

We will be replacing our existing Poa greens with pure Colonial Bent Grass greens, which is currently being grown, off-site in Lincolnshire. 

Why have we chosen this particular grass?

When selecting the grass species we took into account:

· the level of play expected on the West Course and specifically the amount of winter play

· that several of the West Course greens are surrounded by trees which prevent sunlight reaching the surface of the greens at certain times of year

· we need to be able to produce an all year round smooth and consistent putting surface, which can achieve a tournament standard during late May when we host the BMW  PGA Championship 

Colonial Bent Grass was the unanimous choice of our team of Agronomists as the best option to address our requirements. 

Which other prominent Clubs have Colonial Bent Grass?
Throughout Great Britain Colonial Bent Grass has been traditionally used in seed mixes with fescues for example at: Carnoustie, Troon, Turnberry, Gleneagles, Woodhall Spa, Hankley Common. However, the modern approach, which achieves better results, is to lay a 
mono-culture green of pure Colonial Bent Grass. 

What does a USGA specification green mean?


The USGA specification refers to the sub-structure beneath the grass and consists of a medium based on 85% sand and 15% sand/peat.  The key is the installation of a drainage system called a perched water table, which allows water to move through the surface of the green but retains moisture about 6 inches under the surface to sustain the root structure of the grass. This specification will produce a firmer green with a consistent reaction.

Will you be installing a sub-air system under any of the greens?

The project team considered this option but were unanimous in their view that there would be no benefit to the greens from the installation of a sub-air system.

Will there be further work on the West Course other than the greens?

Whilst the West is closed we will be taking every opportunity to further improve the Course. We will be overseeding the surrounds of the greens with a Rye and Fescue Grass in order to make it more difficult for Annual Meadow Grass to invade the pure Colonial Bent Grass putting surfaces. There will be a programme of refurbishment of bunkers to improve their drainage. Extensive scarification of the tees and fairways will take place so as to reduce the thatch level and an overseeding programme of Dwarf Rye Grass on the tees and Bent and Fescue Grasses on the fairways will be implemented. There will be overseeding of Rye Grass  from the fairway to the tree-line so in future years a uniform presentation of the rough will be achieved. Two turf nurseries will be built in front of the 17th and 18th tees to develop a supply of Colonial Bent Turf for future use. 

We will be increasing the number of greenkeepers maintaining the West Course ensuring that the course presentation and quality will be kept at the highest possible standard throughout the year.

Who will be responsible for the construction of the new greens on the West Course ?

 

A detailed specification is currently being finalised and a Specialist Contractor will be appointed to carry out the work. This contractor will be managed by Chris Kennedy, our Golf Courses Manager and the project team.


Will you be carrying out any project work on the East and/or Edinburgh Courses while the West Course is closed?

A detailed programme of autumn and winter project work for the East and Edinburgh Courses is being prepared and will be completed before 1st June 2009. Additional staff are being employed for these courses so as to ensure that the presentation and condition of these courses will be of the highest order.

When will the West Course close to implement the project?
The course will close on Monday 1st June, immediately following the Club Championship. In preparation for the BMW PGA Championship the course will close on 4 May 2009 but will be open exclusively for members and their guests for the week after the BMW PGA Championship.

When will the West Course re-open?

This is dependent primarily on the weather and how the new turf integrates with the USGA growing medium.  Our Agronomists expect the West Course to be ready for limited member play from November 2009.

Will there be any golf days on the East or the Edinburgh when the West Course is closed?

So as to maximise access for members and their guests there will be no member or non-member golf days on either course during the period of West Course closure. 

When will golf days resume?

Even though we expect the West Course to re-open in November 2009, we do not intend to hold any golf days on the West until after the 2010 BMW PGA Championship. As we are uncertain about the volume of play the West can sustain immediately after re-opening, we do not intend to take any golf days on the East or Edinburgh before April 2010.
Will a member be able to book a golf day now for 2010?

We believe it is important to be loyal to the organisers of golf days who have held events here during the period leading up to closure. Therefore, we intend to offer them the first opportunity to re-book their golf day in 2010. Members who currently don’t hold golf days with us are welcome to contact our Golf Events Managers to look at availability in  2010, but we do not intend to increase the number of golf days on the West Course as a result of this project. 

Will there be any visitor play on the East and Edinburgh Courses when the West Course is closed?

So as to maximise access for members and their guests there will be no visitor play on either of these Courses. Furthermore, we will not offer visiting Captains, or Club Professionals the opportunity to play the Courses. 

Will there be a Members’ Course when the West is closed?

Whilst the West is closed the East and the Edinburgh will be open exclusively for member and guest play. We are currently working with the Club’s Committees to agree the best solution for course booking during the period of West Course closure. 

Will the booking procedures remain the same during the 2009/10 Membership year?

Details of these are currently being finalised and discussions are taking place with the Club’s Committees.


Will there be any members’ competitions/ Club matches?

Yes there will be club competitions and matches during the closure and the calendar is currently being discussed with the Competitions & Handicaps Committee.

Will there be open competitions on East or Edinburgh courses during period of closure ?

So as to maximise access for members and their guests, there will be no open competitions held.

Will there be a 2-ball course at the weekend?

Details are currently being finalised and discussions are taking place with the Club’s Committees.

Is there space on the East and Edinburgh to provide sufficient access for members during the closure of the West? 

Having reviewed our usage statistics, when we remove all group and visitor golf  from all 3 courses, we release sufficient space to accommodate the current levels of member and guest play. Subject to daylight we intend to open the courses 30 minutes earlier, so as to provide additional playing time. It is also worth noting that in previous years we only ever had 2 courses for 2 weeks during August because of the Senior Masters and 2 weeks during October because of the World Match Play Championship. 

How can members find up to date information on the project?

Between now and the completion of the project, regular updates will be sent via the Club’s monthly E-NEWS and will be available on the Club’s website www.wentworthclub.com/golf
by clicking ‘Golf News’.  For those of you who do not receive E-NEWS please contact emarketing@wentworthclub.com to sign up immediately. Further information will also be included in ‘The Club’ quarterly magazine and on Clubhouse Noticeboards. If you have any questions please contact Julian Small via email jsmall@wentworthclub.com or telephone 01344 846312.



To complete this project, which will greatly enhance the quality and reputation of the West Course for years to come, the cost is in the region of £4 million. The owners of Wentworth Club will be absorbing all of the financial impact and will not pass on any of these costs to the membership. To thank you for your understanding during the project we will not be increasing the Full and Golf membership subscriptions in the 2009/10 membership year.
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